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Why is it important? 

Open research 
information
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Research information

● Research information: (bibliographic) metadata - including funding information and 
information on use and impact

● Used in decision making around strategic priorities, distribution of resources, and 
evaluation of researchers and institutions

● Used to assess the effect of policies (funders, institutions, government)

● Used by researchers and societal stakeholders to find and assess research results
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Closed research information Open research information

Research information must be open
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We are assessing researchers and institutions 
based on non-transparent evidence...

We are making decisions based on 
information that is biased against less 
privileged languages, geographical regions, 
and research agendas...

We are monitoring and incentivizing open 
science using closed data...

equitable decision-making 
requires inclusive data

open science requires 
open research information

fair assessment requires 
full transparency



Open research information
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UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science

“The monitoring of open 
science should be explicitly 
kept under public oversight, 

including the scientific 
community, and whenever 

possible supported by open 
non-proprietary and 

transparent infrastructures”



Coalition for Advancing Research Assessment
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Alignment with European initiatives
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https://graspos.eu/open-science-assessment-framework
https://handbook.pathos-project.eu/
https://coara.eu/coalition/working-groups/


Alignment with European initiatives
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https://www.leru.org/files/Publications/Next-Generation-Metrics-for-Scientific-and-Scholarly-Research-in-Europe_Paper.pdf
https://www.leru.org/


Barcelona 
Declaration

barcelona-declaration.org
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http://barcelona-declaration.org


Barcelona Declaration

● The Barcelona Declaration on Open Research Information was prepared by a group 
of over 25 research information experts, representing organizations that carry out, 
fund, and evaluate research, as well as open infrastructure organizations

● To draft the Declaration, the group met in Barcelona in November 2023

● Declaration was published on April 16, 2024

● Over 65 organizations worldwide have already signed the Declaration; lots of 
conversations are ongoing
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Barcelona Declaration - Commitments

As organizations that carry out, fund, and evaluate research, we commit to the following:

    1 
       We will make openness the default for the research information 
       we use and produce

    2  
       We will work with services and systems that support 
       and enable open research information
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Barcelona Declaration - Commitments

As organizations that carry out, fund, and evaluate research, we commit to the following:

    3 
       We will support the sustainability of infrastructures 
       for open research information

    4  
       We will support collective action to accelerate the transition 
       to openness of research information
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Barcelona Declaration - Commitment 1

1 
We will make openness the default for the research information 
we use and produce

● Openness will be the norm for the research information we use, for instance to assess researchers and 
institutions, to support strategic decision making, and to find relevant research outputs.

● Openness will be the norm for the research information we produce, for instance information about our 
activities and outputs, with an exception for information for which openness would be inappropriate 
(‘as open as possible, as closed as necessary’).
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Examples
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https://www.sorbonne-universite.fr/en/news/sorbonne-university-unsubscribes-web-science
https://www.leidenmadtrics.nl/articles/introducing-the-leiden-ranking-open-edition


Examples
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Barcelona Declaration - Commitment 2

2  
We will work with services and systems that support and enable 
open research information

● For publishing services and platforms, we will require that research information generated in publication 
processes (e.g., metadata of research articles and other outputs) be made openly available through open 
scholarly infrastructures, using standard protocols and identifiers where available.

● For systems and platforms for the internal management of research information (e.g., current research 
information systems), we will require that all relevant research information can be exported and made open, 
using standard protocols and identifiers where available.
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Openness of affiliation metadata - Crossref
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https://doi.org/10.31222/osf.io/smxe5


Openness of funding metadata - Crossref
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Openness of metadata in agreements
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We need to have agreements like this
with all big publishers!



Barcelona Declaration - Commitment 3

3 
We will support the sustainability of infrastructures for open research information

● We take responsibility for supporting infrastructures for open research information, for instance by 
participating in community building and community governance and by providing fair and equitable 
contributions to the financial stability and development of these infrastructures.

● We expect the infrastructures that we support to implement good practices for community governance and 
sustainability (e.g., Principles of Open Scholarly Infrastructure).
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Examples
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https://openscholarlyinfrastructure.org/


Barcelona Declaration - Commitment 4

4 
We will support collective action to accelerate the transition 
to openness of research information

● We recognize the importance of sharing experiences and coordinating action to promote a system-wide 
transition from closed to open research information.

● To facilitate this, we support establishing a Coalition for Open Research Information and strengthening 
collaboration with other related initiatives and organizations.
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Barcelona Declaration - Signatories
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Universities and other research performing 
organizations

● Spain: 11
● France: 9
● Netherlands: 5
● Germany: 4
● Italy: 3
● Portugal: 3
● Colombia: 2
● Czech Republic: 1
● Finland: 1
● Greece: 1
● Slovenia: 1
● Sweden 1
● Turkey: 1
● international: 1

Barcelona Declaration - Signatories by country
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Research funding organizations and governments

● France: 3
● Netherlands: 2
● Spain: 2
● Argentina: 1
● Austria: 1
● Italy: 1
● US: 1

Other organizations

● international: 2
● Ukraine: 2
● Brazil: 1
● Denmark: 1
● Finland:  1
● Germany: 1
● Spain: 1
● UK: 1
● US: 1



Barcelona Declaration - Supporters
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https://openknowledge.community
https://datacite.org/
https://doabooks.org
https://doaj.org
https://europepmc.org/
https://libscie.org
https://oapen.org
https://www.redalyc.org/
https://ror.org
https://thoth.pub
https://www.crossref.org
https://www.openaire.eu
https://opencitations.net
https://ourresearch.org/
http://amelica.org/index.php/en/home/
https://prereview.org/


Next steps
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How to support the Barcelona Declaration

Are you an organization involved in carrying out, funding or evaluating research and do 
you wish to sign up to the commitments in the Barcelona Declaration?

➔ Sign the Declaration by sending us an email at contact@barcelona-declaration.org

Are you an organization providing data, services or infrastructure and do you wish to 
support for the Barcelona Declaration?

➔ Express your support for the Declaration by sending us an email at 
contact@barcelona-declaration.org
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mailto:contact@barcelona-declaration.org
mailto:contact@barcelona-declaration.org


More information

For information about signatories, supporters, translations, media coverage, etc., see our 
website: barcelona-declaration.org

For the latest updates, follow our social media channels:

➔ LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/barcelona-declaration/
➔ Mastodon: mastodon.social/@BarcelonaDORI
➔ X: x.com/BarcelonaDORI

Dedicated communication channels will be set up for signatories (mailing list, Slack)
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Paris Conference

➔ Goal: Set up Coalition for 
Open Research Information

➔ September 23-24, 2024

➔ Sorbonne University
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Concluding questions

1. Is your university ready to sign the Barcelona Declaration?

2. What is ENLIGHT’s position on openness of research information?

3. How can ENLIGHT universities work together to promote openness of research 
information?
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The Barcelona Declaration on Open Research Information was prepared by a group of over 25 
research information experts, representing organizations that carry out, fund, and evaluate 
research, as well as organizations that provide research information infrastructures. The group 
met in Barcelona in November 2023 in a workshop hosted by SIRIS Foundation. The 
preparation of the Declaration was coordinated by Bianca Kramer (Sesame Open Science), 
Cameron Neylon (Curtin Open Knowledge Initiative, Curtin University), and Ludo Waltman 
(Centre for Science and Technology Studies, Leiden University). Organizations that would like to 
know more about the Declaration or that wish to sign the Declaration are welcome to reach out 
to contact@barcelona-declaration.org


